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Good morning friends.  It’s great it is to worship together again.  Let’s do again what we did last Sunday … please stand up, look around and introduce yourself to someone you don’t know.  And if you know everyone around you, give someone you know a hug, or pinch their cheek … the one on their face.  Excellent.

Last week in EXODUS 18 we left the Israelites camping in the wilderness near Mt. Sinai.  And now, in EXODUS 19 they’ve finally arrived at the place where God would appear to them with a level of intimacy they’d never known before … AND here and in the upcoming chapters of EXODUS God will speak to them with a clarity they’d never known before, AND here and in the upcoming chapters of EXODUS, God would confront them with His holiness in a way they’d never known before.

Moses lived a life of intimacy with God that was precious, holy, real, convicting, raw, beautiful, and life changing.  And when Moses went up Mt. Sinai, God makes a covenant with Israel, and the plot of their relationship with God, and ultimately of OUR relationship with God as 21st Century followers of Jesus Christ deepened.  

God doesn’t usually call you and me up mountains, meet us there, and use His God-finger to write messages to us that are ultimately for the whole world the way He would when He gives Moses the Ten Commandments in EXODUS 20.  But what God does so is to call you and me as His followers into lives of ever-deepening intimacy with Him.

· Are you hearing God call you to this place of ever-deeper intimacy?
· What’s getting in the way of you responding in obedience?

These are the things we’ll explore this morning, as we look into EXODUS 19 in God’s ever-unfolding REDEMPTION STORY called “The Bible”.  Here’s how Chris Juby summarizes the 25 verses of EXODUS 19:1-25 on Twitter …

“The Israelites camped near the mountain in Sinai.  The LORD spoke to Moses on the mountain and made His covenant with Israel.”

- www.biblesummary.info/exodus

This morning I’ve asked 2nd Streeter Debbie Pruitt to lead us in the reading of God’s Word.  Debbie and her two young adult children Abby and Jon, have been part of 2nd Street for over six years and they live close enough to The Armory that they can walk here … if it’s not raining, and they want to!
PLEASE STAND FOR THE READING OF GOD’S WORD.

	EXODUS 19 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

[bookmark: 1]1 On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they came into the wilderness of Sinai.
[bookmark: 2][bookmark: 3]2 They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness.  There Israel encamped before the mountain,
[bookmark: 4][bookmark: 5]3 while Moses went up to God.  The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 
[bookmark: 6][bookmark: 7]4 You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to Myself.
[bookmark: 8][bookmark: 9]5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, you shall be My treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is Mine;
[bookmark: 10][bookmark: 11]6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.  These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”
7 So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him.
[bookmark: 12]8 All the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.”  And Moses reported the words of the people to the LORD.
[bookmark: 13][bookmark: 14][bookmark: 15]9 And the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you, and may also believe you forever.”  When Moses told the words of the people to the LORD,
[bookmark: 16][bookmark: 17]10 the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their garments 
[bookmark: 18]11 and be ready for the third day.  For on the third day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.
[bookmark: 19]12 And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying, ‘Take care not to go up into the mountain or touch the edge of it.  Whoever touches the mountain shall be put to death.
[bookmark: a][bookmark: 20]13 No hand shall touch him, but he shall be stoned or shot; whether beast or man, he shall not live.’  When the trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain.”
[bookmark: 21][bookmark: 22][bookmark: 23]14 So Moses went down from the mountain to the people and consecrated the people; and they washed their garments.
[bookmark: 24][bookmark: 25]15 And he said to the people, “Be ready for the third day; do not go near a woman.”
[bookmark: 26][bookmark: 27][bookmark: 28][bookmark: 29][bookmark: 30]16 On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled.
[bookmark: 31]17 Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of the mountain.
[bookmark: 32][bookmark: 33]18 Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in fire.  The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly.
[bookmark: 34][bookmark: 35]19 And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder.
20 The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain.  And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.
[bookmark: 36]21 And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down and warn the people, lest they break through to the LORD to look and many of them perish.
[bookmark: 37][bookmark: 38]22 Also let the priests who come near to the LORD consecrate themselves, lest the LORD break out against them.”
[bookmark: 39]23 And Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai, for You Yourself warned us, saying, ‘Set limits around the mountain and consecrate it.’”
[bookmark: 40]24 And the LORD said to him, “Go down, and come up bringing Aaron with you.  But do not let the priests and the people break through to come up to the LORD, lest He break out against them.”
25 So Moses went down to the people and told them.

BLESSED BE THE WORD OF THE LORD.

Thanks Debbie, for reading EXODUS 19 for us.

	EXODUS 19:1-2 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

1 On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they came into the wilderness of Sinai.
2 They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness.  There Israel encamped before the mountain,

It had been about three months since the Israelites left Egypt – a fourth of a year … 90 days … one season …

· God delivered the Jews from slavery in Egypt.
· God was leading the Jews to a new home, to the place called The Promised Land where they could put down their roots (at least for a while).
· God parted the Reed Sea for the Jews, led them across on dry land, and then in judgment closed the Reed Sea back up onto the Egyptians who were chasing them.
· God gave the Jews water out of a rock when they were thirsty.
· God delivered the Jews from the Amalakites – and prayer played the key role in how God brought that about.
The Jews must have thought The Promised Land was right around the corner, maybe behind the other side of the base of Mt. Sinai.  Surely it couldn’t have been far off now.  I mean, 90 days had passed!  Come on!  But you and I know what they’d have to wait to discover – that they’d wander around in the wilderness for 39 ¾ more years.

That’s right.  There are 57 more chapters between EXODUS 19 and NUMBERS 10 which is when the Israelites show up in The Promised Land.  57 more chapters!  39 ¾ years!  14,326 more mornings of God’s provision of manna and 14,326 more nights of God’s provision of quail.  14,326 more days of God’s cloud pillar to keep the Israelites cool, and 14,326 more nights of God’s fire pillar to keep the Israelites warm and safe.  Remember the conversation God and Moses had at the burning bush in EXODUS 3?

EXODUS 3:11-12 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”
12 He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you:  When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” [emphasis added]

We find out in NUMBERS 10 that in the end, the Jews would camp at the base of Mt. Sinai for 11 months … and it was here God would give them the Ten Commandments and His entire Law, along with His instructions for the construction of the Tabernacle.

Everything that’s happened in the EXODUS story so far has been leading up to this moment of Moses and his flock arriving at Mt. Sinai.  When God prophetically spoke the words “you shall serve God on this mountain” to Moses in EXODUS 3:11, He was saying, “I’m going to bring you and My nation back here.  You watch.  You wait.  You trust.  You’ll see.  And what I’ve shown you about Myself here at this burning bush, I’m going to show the Jews.”  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 1

God oftentimes has the shepherds, teachers, and leaders of His flock go out before their flocks, and then igniting the spiritual imaginations of their people – but always with hearts that humbly point people back toward God, not back toward themselves.

I shared with you in an earlier teaching in this series that there’s been a lot of dispute throughout the 20th-Century, up to right now about where Mt. Sinai really is.  Some-where in the Southern part of The Sinai Peninsula?  Or in Saudi Arabia, West of Egypt?

I wish we knew for sure where Mt. Sinai is, yet we don’t know.  But most Bible teachers, scholars and archeologists agree that it’s in the land formerly called Midian, and that it’s also called Mt. Horeb other places in the Bible, including in the story FIRST KINGS 19 where Elijah ran to Mt. Horeb after God used him to defeat Jezebel’s priests on Mt. Carmel … a 280 mile trek that Elijah made in 40 days, while fasting.  But here’s what the traditional site and location of Mt. Sinai looks like …
[image: ]
Some Bible teachers say that Mt. Sinai looks like “a huge pulpit” - a sudden, steep out-cropping of a mountain in the wilderness.

I can see what they’re saying.  But no matter what you envision when you look at this photograph of Mt. Sinai, it was on this mountain that God preached His most dramatic sermon ever.


In EXODUS 19:3-6 God tells the Israelites about His great love for them and about His great plans for them.  God hadn’t redeemed the Jews out of Egyptian slavery for nothing, or to just let them wander around in the wilderness forever.  And gang, likewise, God’s love for you and for me is great and filled with purpose … and God’s plans for you and me are great and filled with promises.  And God longs to reveal His love for us and His plans for us to us.  But we have to settle down, rest, relax, focus, listen, and pay attention to God and to God’s words of instruction, comfort, pruning, correction, and training He’s bringing to us, or we’ll just keep wandering around in the wilderness of this life life and never end up arriving at the places and the plans He has for us.  Do you see it?

This is why God invites you and me to participate with Him in the classic, historic, Christian spiritual disciplines that Richard Foster outlines in his book Celebration of Disciple.  Richard Foster, the former pastor at Newberg Friends Church, wrote Celebration of Disciple in 1978, and it’s gone on to sell nearly 2 million copies in multiple languages, and in 1999, the magazine Christianity Today named Celebration of Discipline as ONE OF THE TOP TEN CHRISTIAN BOOKS OF THE 20TH CENTURY.  Here are the classic Christian spiritual disciplines Foster writes about in this book …

INWARD SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES … OUR INTERIOR WITH-GOD LIFE …

1. PRAYER		2. FASTING
3. MEDITATION	4. STUDY

These four INWARD SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES quiet us down and help us learn how to listen to God and be attentive to God.

OUTWARD SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES … OUR EXTERIOR WITH-GOD LIFE …

5. SIMPLICITY	6. SOLITUDE
7. SUBMISSION	8. SERVICE

These four OUTWARD SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES stir us up and help us learn how to partner with God and serve with God.

CORPORATE SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES … OUR SHARED WITH-GOD LIFE …

9. CONFESSION	10. WORSHIP
11.  GUIDANCE	12. CELEBRATION

These four CORPORATE SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES join us with others in the journey of making the Kingdom of God come alive in our world.

These twelve classic spiritual disciplines are the building blocks of the relationship of HEALING DISCIPLESHIP God wants to use in our lives as followers of His son Jesus Christ.  We won’t ever practice all of these spiritual disciplines at the same time (even a monk or a nun couldn’t do that!), nor does God want these classic spiritual disciplines to become heavy yokes of “duty” or “tradition” in our lives.  That’s what happens when we choose DEAD RELIGION instead of a REAL RELATIONSHIP with God.  And that isn’t what God wants us for us.

But if we want to wake up and become attentive to the instruction, correction, training, and direction God desires to give us in this life, there’s no better way to become attentive to His love and His plans for us than by participating with Him and with other people in studying and living out these classic spiritual disciplines.  Maybe your Missional Community Group could study this book.  Maybe you could start a new Missional Community Group this Fall and focus on them.  I know that as we begin our MULTIPLY Missional Community Group on Sunday evening, 21 October, we’re going to keep referring back to Foster’s book how God wants to use these classic spiritual disciplines to take us deeper in our with-God lives.  Back to EXODUS 19 …

The Jews were camping at the base of Mt. Sinai and Moses hiked up the mountain.  And it’s here that God gave Moses a verbal message to share with his people.  Later, God would give The Ten Commandments, and then The Law, but for now God’s message to them in vv. 3-6 was a verbal reminder of who He was and how He wanted them to participate with Him in His love for them and His plans for them.

Why did God call the Jews “the house of Jacob” here in v. 3?  Jacob was the least God-focused of the three ancient leading Jewish patriarchs, “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob”.  I think God, when He was looking at the Jews that day thought that they’d been acting a lot more like Jacob than like Abraham or Isaac.  Yes they’d left the slavery of Egypt with God, but they’d been wrestling and struggling with Him, and they’d been resisting and challenging God, instead of surrendering and partnering with God … yoking their lives with Him.  Ring a bell with how you with-God life is some of the time, or much of the time?  Man, it does with me.

And here’s what I see God saying to the Jews, His children on that day at the base of Mt. Sinai, and what I see God saying to you and to me as His children today …

“I see you as you really are, so take off your masks and get real with Me.  When you do that, I’ll take the next step and reveal My love for you and My plans for you with clarity and with passion.  Then you’ll finally be able to believe in My love for you and in My plans for you … resting in them, living and participating with Me in them.”

And I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 2

Our immersion into God’s love and plans for us BEGINS when we come into relationship with Him.  Our moment-by-moment, humble response to God in brokenness makes it possible to live into God’s love and plans for us in the day-to-day stuff of life.

I love how God frames His deliverance of the Jews in v. 4 … how I bore you on eagles' wings.  Obviously, God wasn’t speaking literally, but His words are a great picture of the Israelite’s flight out of Egyptian slavery and of God’s taking you and me out of the slavery of sin when we respond to His invitation and come into relationship with Him.  God carries us … God protects us … God delivers us … and God accomplishes Himself in us what none of us could never, ever accomplish for ourselves on our own.

There are lots of eagles in the Middle East … so the Jews were used to seeing them soaring overhead … especially now that they’re near the Sinai mountain range, where eagles built their nests in the many outcroppings found in all the cliffs.  Only after selecting a nest site with a wide, safe view, would a mother eagle build her nest.  And it’s there that her eaglet grows, settled and secure in his nest — until one day when his mother does the strangest thing … she pushes and overturns her nest and her young eaglet is sent out of its safety, no doubt screeching all the way down.  But just before hitting the rocky ground below, the mother eagle’s instincts kick in, and she swoops down and rescues her tumbling baby, bearing him up on her wings.

And together, they return to the nest — and the mother eagle works at getting the nest turned back over and repositioned, only to overturn it again a few days later and then once again bearing her falling eaglet up once again on her wings.  And this process is repeated five or six more times — until one time, the eaglet catches a prevailing wind in his own wings and begins to fly.  Higher and higher he goes on the thermals, finally free to experience his life in an entirely different dimension … with a higher perspective than he’s ever had, seen, or even imagined.

FRIENDS, LISTEN TO ME … our faith usually doesn’t grow in comfort and security, and so from time to time God knocks us out of our nests of cozy complacency.  And what do you do when this happens?  What’s your NORMAL RESPONSE?  What did you do when it happened last month, last week, yesterday, or earlier this morning?

ISAIAH 40:27-31 [COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE]

27 Why do you say, Jacob, and declare, Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, my God ignores my predicament”?
28 Don’t you know?  Haven’t you heard?  The LORD is the Everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He doesn’t grow tired or weary.  His understanding is beyond human reach,
29 giving power to the tired and reviving the exhausted.
30 Youths will become tired and weary, young men will certainly stumble;
31 but those who hope in and wait on the LORD, will renew their strength; they will fly up on wings like eagles; they will run and not be tired; they will walk and not be weary.

To wait on the LORD doesn’t mean to passively wait.  To wait on the LORD means to wait on God like a skilled waiter waits on the guest of honor at a party.  To wait on the LORD means to lavish praise, to minister, to fellowship with God day-by-day, and moment-by-moment.  And gang, when we do this, we’ll mount up with wings as eagles, no matter what comes our way.  Our God is in the deliverance business … and He delivers His people on the wings of an eagle.  Don’t be a squawker – learn to wait on the LORD … learn to say, “God, whatever comes, I know that You’re allowing this to happen in order to teach me to soar higher than I’ve ever flown before, because I’m learning to depend on You … living in Your love and in Your plan.”

EXODUS 19:4 goes on … and [I] brought you to Myself.  Gang, our God doesn’t deliver us so we can “do our own thing,” but so that we can come close to Him, take on His character, and fully become His people.  And as we begin to understand how God treasures us, we’ll begin to treasure God more.  And as we begin to get a glimpse of God’s holiness, we’ll begin to lay down the things in our lives that draw us away from His holiness, so that we can more closely live into God’s love, and into God’s will, and into God’s plans for our lives, not weighed down by sin and all it’s distractions.

And as we begin to understand that God is calling us to Himself, we’ll begin to be this “holy people” God’s calling us to be, and God’s redemption story, the Gospel will begin to be lived out of us, and through us, and we’ll begin leading others to God and to the life He has for them that is rooted in His love and in His plans for them.

ILLUSTRATION … There’s something kind of bizarre about being a pastor.  People can really treat you differently.  They clean up their language around you.  They act nice around you.  It’s kind of creepy and almost sickening at times.

Sometimes I get to spend time in places where people don’t know me, or that I’m a pastor.  And as some of you know, I don’t usually dress like how some people expect a pastor to dress.  Believe me when I tell you that its fun to go undercover and get treated like a regular person.  But then sometimes when people find out that I’m a pastor, oh man do they apologize and try to act all cleaned up.

And gang, I’ve always kind of imagined that this is kind of like what happens when it comes to God and how we live our lives before Him.  We don’t think or admit the reality that like King David says in PSALMS 139:3 that God is “intimately acquainted with us” and that God knows everything we think, say, and do.  But He does. 

The covenant God establishes here is PRIMARILY about the relation-ship between God and people … and it’s only SECONDARILY about the requirements of what that relationship will look like when it’s valued, embraced, and lived into.

From the time God established this covenant between Himself and His people, the Jews, and now you and I, have very often moved the RELATIONSHIP part of the covenant … the part that God wanted to be up close and in focus, that God wants to be the PRIMARY part of His plan … we move it into the SECONDARY position, focusing instead on the REQUIREMENTS God places on us.  And this is what leads us to easily create false religious systems in an effort to appease God, instead of accepting that God loves us and longs to be in RELATIONSHIP with us.

This covenant God lays out here preceded and was greater than The Law God would give the Jews in the Ten Commandments and beyond.  This covenant was the distillation of all God was and all God desires for His people back then on the day these words were spoken to Moses, and for you and I right now this morning.  And this COVENANT-LIFE God is calling us to can be fulfilled as we stay in God’s Word, as we use the spiritual tools in the spiritual toolbox God has given us, and as we stay honest, humble, broken, and teachable before God and before one another.

In vv. 7-9 of EXODUS 19 Moses spoke to God’s people what God had spoken to Him and they agreed to obey this covenant, walk in this way, and live into this love relationship of reconciliation and transformation God was offering to them.

God was getting ready to show up to the people in a way He hadn’t before, and so in vv. 10-15 He commands them to get ready to be with Him in a way they’d never gotten ready before.  Here are the four rules God laid down …

1. Consecrate themselves.
2. Wash their clothes.
3. Don’t head up Mt. Sinai.
4. No sex.

Consecrate is the Hebrew word qadash (קדש) and it’s not a word we tend to use in everyday conversation.  It means to sanctify, prepare, dedicate, be hallowed, be holy, be sanctified, be separate, or be set apart.  God was saying, “consecrate yourselves, set yourselves apart for Me by denying your flesh for three days.”

We see these rules and we kind of scratch our heads and go “What?”  But part of living a covenant life with God is accepting the boundaries God lays out for us.  Look, none of us like to be told “No.”  This is something we learn from the time we’re little tiny kids.  But God says …

“Hey, if you want My life, My love, and My plans to flow through you and make a difference in your lives … make a difference in what you THINK, in what you SAY, in what you DO, in how your PRIORITIZE YOUR LIFE, then I’ve got some rule you’ve got to follow.  Some of these rules are lifelong rules.  And some of them are only for a season – but always for a reason.”

God is getting the Jew’s hearts, and our hearts primed for accepting His rule and reign.  And sad to say, while the Jews go ahead and make a commitment to do what God says, unfortunately, within six weeks, they'll be having an idolatrous orgy around a golden calf at the foot of this same mountain.  And I see our THIRD FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 3

God is God and we’re not.  Because of this reality, God has the right to tell us how to live.  Faithful, growing followers of Jesus Christ surrender to this truth and reality and live surrendered to God.

A SIDE NOTE … Throughout God’s Word we’re not taught that there’s something sinful about sexual relations between husbands and wives.  In fact, just the opposite, we’re taught that the sexual relationship between husbands and wives is holy and ordained by God, not just for procreation, but also for enjoyment, and for the building of love and trust and respect and honesty in marriage.

But in this situation, in this instance, and in this moment, God told His people to demonstrate their wholehearted devotion to His purity in their lives by laying aside all other passions, and devoting themselves to Him, and clothing themselves fully in Him.

Then in vv. 16-19, God’s presence showed up …

EXODUS 19:16-19 [PARAPHRASE]

PORTIONS OF 16-19 … there was thunder, lightning, a thick cloud on the mountain … a loud trumpet blast and the people trembled … Moses brought the people to Mt. Sinai … it was wrapped in smoke because the LORD descended on it in fire … smoke went up from the mountain as it trembled … and as the sound of the trumpet grew louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder.
 
And as God showed up here in 3-D, the Israelites had never seen or experienced anything like this before.  They were SEEING, HEARING, SMELLING, FEELING, and I bet even TASTING God’s presence.  And then finally, when God took a breath and the trumpets softened, Moses spoke and God answered him in thunder.

Maybe God’s voice that sounded like thunder to everyone else, was understood by Moses as a command, or as an invitation to come on up the mountain, because in v. 20, Moses went up Mt. Sinai and come into the very presence of God.  Moses had spoken to God before at the burning bush in EXODUS 3.  But I have a feeling this message was different, bigger, more in stereo, more specific, and more explicit.  Because then God wasn’t INVITING Moses as much as He was INSTRUCTING Him – giving Him really specific commands that He’d had also told Moses that he was to deliver to the whole Nation of Israel.

Imagine the courage it took for Moses to take that first step up Mt. Sinai.  We’re not told here what God specifically said to Moses, but the reality is that Moses had a firm, growing relationship with God and so it was out of that relationship that God gave Moses the instruction that was necessary for him and then for all the people of Israel to move into the next stage of their developing relationship with Him.

Then in vv. 21-25 God tells Moses to go down the mountain and warn the people about what it means to respect His holiness.  In v. 23 we se this word consecrate again – qadash (קדש) to sanctify, prepare, dedicate, be hallowed, be holy, be sanctified, be separate, or be set apart.  19th-Century British Bible Scholar G.A. Chadwick, author of the Expositor’s Bible commentary on EXODUS offers these words after vv. 21-25 …

“Awe is one thing, but the submission of the will is another.  Israel had plenty of awe for God, but little submission of their will to Him.”

In The New Testament, on this side of the cross of Jesus Christ, we’re told with passion and with clarity in HEBREWS 12:18-24 that under the new, fulfilled Covenant we’ve entered into with God through Jesus Christ, that you and I are to come meet with and deal with God AT A DIFFERENT MOUNTAIN, and that our salvation from God, our relationship with God, and in fact our eternity with God is centered no longer at Mt. Sinai, but at Mount Zion.  Here are just a few of the many differences between Mt. Sinai and Mount Zion.  Someday I’ll do a fuller study on these differences …

· Mt. Sinai is in a dry desert.
· Mt. Zion is the city of the Living God.

· Mt. Sinai speaks of fear, guilt, and terror.
· Mt. Zion speaks of love, forgiveness, and peace.

· Mt. Sinai with all its fear and power is earthly.
· Mt. Zion is heavenly and spiritual.

· At Mt. Sinai only Moses could come and meet God.
· At Mt. Zion there’s a great assembly.

· Mt. Sinai is based on an old covenant, brought about by the blood of an animal.
· Mt. Zion is based on a new covenant, brought about by the blood of God's Son Jesus Christ.
· At Mt. Sinai Moses is the temporary mediator between God and humanity and based on the Law.
· At Mt. Zion Jesus Christ is the permanent mediator between God and humanity, and based on grace.

So gang, let’s not come to God at Mt. Zion as if we were coming to God at Mt. Sinai.  Let’s put away our hesitation that comes from an old covenant based on the Law, and come boldly before our God in the confidence of the new covenant based on grace … knowing that God longs to reveal, display, and prove His love for us and His plans for us.

And yet, even with this comparison and this admonition, there’s a whole lot more for us to learn at Mt. Sinai … important lessons about God's holy requirements and what we have to do to live lives of intimacy with God, where we’re close to Him not distant, where we’re abiding in God and not just playing spiritual games.

· We’ve got to learn to receive God’s Word and God’s instruction, through Him and through others He brings into our lives and across our paths.
· We’re precious to God, and we must invite Him to teach us how to live holy lives, lives set apart for His exclusive use.
· We’ve got to learn how to accept and respect the boundaries God sets for us.
· We must learn how to live with God’s Holy Spirit directing us and controlling us, not our sin nature.
  
 Blessed be the Word of the LORD.

NEXT SUNDAY JON MARONI WILL TEACH GOD’S WORD IN ONE SERVICE AT 9:00 A.M. AS WE PREPARE TO SERVE GOD BY SERVING OUR CITY IN THE ANNUAL “FEED THE NEED COMMUNITY FOOD DRIVE”.

COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING … AND INVITE SOMEONE TO JOIN YOU AT 2ND STREET WHO DOESN’T YET HAVE A CHURCH HOME, OR WHO ISN’T YET IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST.

CONSIDER ATTENDING MORNING DEVOTIONS AT THE 2ND STREET OFFICE THURSDAY FROM 6:00 – 7:00 A.M. TO READ THROUGH AND STUDY THE CHAPTERS IN OUR ANNUAL BIBLE READING PLAN. 
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Good morning friends.  

It’s

 

great

 

it is to worship 

t

ogether again.  

Let’

s do again what 

we did last Sunday … p

lease stand up, 

look around and introduce you

rself to someone 

you don’t know.

  

And if you know everyone

 

around you

,

 

give someone you know 

a hug

, 

or pinch their cheek … the one on their face

.

  

Excell

ent.

 

 

Last week in 

EXODUS 18

 

we 

left

 

the Israelites camping 

in the wilderness 

near Mt. 

Sinai.  And now, in 

EXODUS 19

 

they’ve

 

finally arrived at the place where God would 

appear to them with 

a level of

 

intimacy they’d never known

 

before

 

… 

AND

 

here and in 

th

e upcoming chapters of 

EXODUS

 

God 

will

 

speak to them with a clarity they’d never 

known

 

before

, 

AND

 

here and in the upcoming chapters of 

EXODUS

, 

God

 

would 

confront them with His holiness in a way they’d never known

 

before

.

 

 

Moses lived a life of intimacy wi

th God that was precious, holy, real, convicting, raw, 

beautiful, and life changing.  And when

 

Moses went

 

up 

Mt. Sinai, 

God makes a 

covenant

 

with Israel, and the plot of their relationship

 

with God

, and ultimately of 

OUR

 

relationship with God as 21st Centu

ry fo

llowers of Jesus Christ deepened

.  

 

 

God doesn’t usually call you and me up mountains, meet us there, and use His God

-

finger to write messages to us that are ultimately for the whole world

 

the way He 

would when He gives Moses the Ten Commandments in 

E

XODUS 20

.

  

But 

what 

God

 

does so is to 

call you and me as His followers into 

lives of 

ever

-

deepening 

intimacy 

with Him.

 

 

·

 

Are you hearing God call you to this place

 

of ever

-

deeper intimacy?

 

·

 

What

’s getting

 

in the way of you 

responding in obedience

?

 

 

These are

 

the th

ings we’ll explore this morning, 

as we look into 

EXODUS 19

 

in God’s 

ever

-

unf

olding 

REDEMPTION STORY

 

called “T

he Bible

”

.

  

Here’s how Chris Juby 

summarizes the 25

 

verses 

of 

EXODUS 

19

:1

-

25

 

on

 

Twitter 

…

 

 

“

The Israelites camped near the mountain in Sinai

.  The LORD spoke 

to Moses on the mountain and made His covenant with Israel.

”

 

 

-

 

www.biblesummary.info/exodus

 

 

This morning I’ve asked 

2nd Streeter 

Debbie Pruitt to lead us in the reading of God’s 

Word.  Debbie and her 

two 

young adult children Abby and Jo

n, have been part of 2nd 

Street for over six years and 

they 

live close enough to The 

Armory that they can walk 

here … if it’s not raining, and they want to

!

 

